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PREFACE 

The Draft Report to the President by the Interagency Review Group 
on Nuclear Waste Management was released for public review and comment 
October 19, 1978. The Report presented the findings, policy considerations 
and tentative recommendations reached by the IRG. Some 15,000 copies of the 
Report were issued for review and comment. A total of 45 days were allowed 
for public review and comment; however comments received after that time 
period have also been included in this review. 

A total of some 3300 comments covering all states have been received 
and reviewed to date. About three-fourths came from private individuals. A 
substantial number were from State governments, the utility industry, the 
nuclear industry, public interest organizations, environmental organizations, 
academia, and the general business community. Responses were also received 
from Congress and a number of Federal Agencies. 

The responses ranged from brief, one or two sentence letters to very 
lengthy, substantive documents providing in-depth analysis of the draft 
report's contents, conclusions and recommendations. 

The responses presented a wide range of view points on most of the issues 
addressed in the IRG Report. Most commenters indicated that the draft IRG 
report represented an important contribution and significant step forward in 
addressing the complex issues of waste management programs. However, nearly 
a>ll commenters sought further clarification of or disagreed with some of the 
views expressed in the draft report. 

The IRG acknowledges and appreciates the extensive participation of the 
public in commenting on the draft report. Comments have been given careful 
consideration and were extremely valuable to the IRG in formulating its 
recommendations to the President. The degree of public response indicates 
the seriousness and interest of the public in this important national issue. 
The IRG wishes to encourage continued public participation as the· nation's 
nuclear waste management policies are developed and implemented. 

This version of the IRG's Report contains the original text of the draft 
report plus a summary of the public comment on individual sections inserted 
at the end of each. An IRG response immediately follows the summary of 
public comment. These IRG responses reflect a modified or amplified view 
based on the public comments and/or additional deliberations by the IRG. The 
original text of the Summary of the Draft Report is included as Appendix H. 

This revised report is being provided to the President, together with 
IRG recommendations which reflect its understanding of the public comment and 
its current views as indicated in this revision. 
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