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COMMISSION ON PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS

UNITED STATES OFFICE OF EDUCATION
400 MARYLAND AVENUE, S.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202

June 2, 1980

The Honorable James E. Carter
President of the United States
The White House 073110
Washington, D. C. y

Dear Presidént Carter:

You certainly made a wise decision when you changed
the Executive Order last year to include twenty Presidential
Scholars in the Arts.

Over 16,000 students requested materials, and over 2,000
returned all the desired information. The real break- through
came when it was proven that professionals in each of the five
areas of the arts could distinguish the guality of the achieve-
ment in the arts of candidates from all over the country. We
can confidently know that the finalists, selected as Scholars,
are outstanding among those completing the forms.

Best of all, the public, the media, everyone is enthusi- :
astic about Presidential Scholars in the Arts. They have accom-
plishments on which a camera can focus! Now, the program will
get the publicity it has needed so desperately. With this
attention being given to the Scholars in the Arts, we all have
to work to keep the Presidential Scholars, "our nation's most
intellectually distinguished and accomplished graduating high
school seniors," from being upstaged by the Scholars in the Arts.

The best possible means of accomplishing this goal would be a
town meeting of the Scholars with you. You will recall your meet-
ing with them three vears aagn in the 0]ld State Office building
when you gave them an opportunity to raise cuestions. You were
never better than you were in your thoughtful, succinct, and con-
vincing responses. Afterwards, they were all ardent Carter men
and women! )

This election year, I wish you could be seen on television
responding to these young men and women of excellence. That
would bring a positive, rewarding response from the voters!

Since time is so precious and the town meeting would take a
bit of time, you could accomplish much the same effect by c¢iving
the Scholars an opportunity for a few gquestions just after you
address them on the South Lawn.



The Honorable James E. Carter -2~ June 2, 1980

The inclusion of the Scholars in the Arts has touched a

hidden deposit of vibrant ability and achievement. I am ao
enthusiastic about what you-.are accomplishing with this recogni-
tion that I want to suggest an expansion of the program .......

another change in the Executive Order! Next year, I would like
tQ see 121 Presidential Scholars and 121 Presidential Artists

(I prefer the title Presidential Artists over Presidential
Scholars in the Arts). We could use the methods and criteria
developed this year and simply increase the number auditioned
and selected. The problem, as usual, will be that of financing
the additional cost. With Government expenditures having to be
curtailed this year, I suggest we turn to the private sector for
financing. I would be happy to accept the responsibility of
finding $500,000.00 in the private sector to finance the program.
for the next year, if you feel that would give adequate time to
work out Government financing for financing the program in -the
future. (It is obvious from that statement how completely con-
vinced I am that you will be re-elected!)

I thank you for giving the responsibility for the program
for Presidential Scholars to John Ryor. He has approached the
project with enthusiasm and capability.

May your trip to Venice for the Summit Meeting not extend
beyond June 30th!

Cordially,

William L. Pressly
Chairman, Commission on
Presidential Scholars
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COMMISSION ON PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS

UNITED STATES OFFICE OF EDUCATION
400 MARYLAND AVENUE, S.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202

June 2, 1980

The Honorable James E. Carter
President of the United States
The White House O? 311(}

Washington, D. C.
Dear President Carter:

You certainly made a wise decision when you changed
the Executive Order last year to include twenty Presidential
Scholars in the Arts.

Over 16,000 students requested materials, and over 2,000
returned all the desired information. The real break-through
came when it was proven that professionals in each of the five
areas of the arts could distinguish the quality of the achieve-
ment in the arts of candidates from all over the country. We
can confidently know that the finalists, selected as Scholars,
are outstanding among those completing the forms.

Best of all, the public, the media, everyone is enthusi-
astic about Presidential Scholars in the Arts. They have accom-
plishments on which a camera can focus! Now, the program will
get the publicity it has needed so desperately. With this
attention being given to the Scholars in the Arts, we all have
to work to keep the Presidential Scholars, "our nation's most
intellectually distinguished and accomplished graduating high
school seniors," from being upstaged by the Scholars in the Arts.

The best possible means of accomplishing this goal would be a
town meeting of the Scholars with you. You will recall your meet-
ing with them three vears aao in the 01d State Office building
when you gave them an opportunity to raise cuestions. You were
never better than you were in your thoughtful, succinct, and con-
vincing responses. Afterwards, they were all ardent Carter men
and women!

This election year, I wish you could be seen on telev;sion'
responding to these young men and women of excellence. That
would bring a positive, rewarding response from the voters!

Since time is so precious and the town meeting would take a
bit of time, you could accomplish much the same effect by giving
the Scholars an opportunity for a few questions just after you
address them on the South Lawn.



The Honorable James E. Carter -2- June 2, 1980

The inclusion of the Scholars in the Arts has touched a
hidden deposit of vibrant ability and achievement. I am ao
enthusiastic about what you are accomplishing with this recogni-
tion that I want to suggest an expansion of the program .......
another change in the Executive Order! Next year, I would like
to see 121 Presidential Scholars and 121 Presidential Artists
(I prefer the title Presidential Artists over Presidential
Scholars in the Arts). We could use the methods and criteria
developed this year and simply increase the number auditioned
and selected. The problem, as usual, will be that of financing
the additional cost. With Government expenditures having to be
curtailed this year, I suggest we turn to the private sector for
financing. I would be happy to accent the responsibility of
finding $500,000.00 in the private sector to finance the program
for the next year, if you feel that would give adequate time to
work out Government financing for financing the program in the
future. (It is obvious from that statement how completely con-
vinced I am that you will be re-elected!)

I thank you for giving the responsibility for the program
for Presidential Scholars to John Ryor. He has approached the
project with enthusiasm and capability. :

May your trip to Venice for the Summit Meeting not extend
beyond June 30th!

Cordially,

Jayrsg

William L. Pressly
Chairman, Commission on
Presidential Scholars
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COMMISSION ON PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS

UNITED STATES OFFICE OF EDUCATION
400 MARYLAND AVENUE, S.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202

June 2, 1980

: : The Honorable James E. Carter
s President of the United States
The White House 0? 311 q

Washington, D. C.
Dear Presidént Carter:
You certainly made a wise decision when you changed

the Executive Order last year to include twenty Presidential
Scholars in the Arts.

Over 16,000 students requested materials, and over 2,000
returned all the desired information. The real break- through
came when it was proven that professionals in each of the five
areas of the arts could distinguish the quality of the achieve-
o ment in the arts of candidates from all over the country. We

i can confidently know thHat the finalists, selected as Scholars,
are outstanding among those completing the forms.

Best of all, the public, the media, everyone is enthusi-
astic about Presidential Scholars in the Arts. They have accom-
plishments on which a camera can focus! Now, the program will
get the publicity it has needed so desperately With this
attention being given to the Scholars in the Arts, we all have
to work to keep the Presidential Scholars, "our nation's most
intellectually distincuished and accomplished graduating high
school seniors," from being upstaged by the Scholars in the Arts.

The best possible means of accomplishing this goal would be a
T town meeting of the Scholars with you. You will recall your meet-
- ing with them three vears aaco in the 0l1d State Office building

when you gave them an opportunity to raise questions. You were
never better than you were in your thoughtful, succinct, and con-
vincing responses. Afterwards, they were all ardent Carter men
and women! :

This election year, I wish you could be seen on television-
responding to these young men and women of excellence. That
would bring a positive, rewarding response from the voters!

Since time is so precious and the town meeting would take a
bit of time, you could accomplish much the same effect by giving
the Scholars an opportunity for a few questions just after you
address them on the South Lawn.
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~ » The Honorable James E. Carter -2- June 2, 1980

The inclusion of the Scholars in the Arts has touched a
hidden deposit of vibrant ability and achievement. I am ao
enthusiastic about what you-are accomplishing with this recogni-
tion that I want to suggest an expansion of the program .......
another change in the Executive Order! Next year, I would like
to see 121 Presidential Scholars and 121 Presidential Artists
(I prefer the title Presidential Artists over Presidential
Scholars in the Arts). We could use the methods and criteria
developed this year and simply increase the number auditioned
and selected. The problem, as usual, will be that of financing
the additional cost. With Government expenditures having to be
curtailed this year, I suggest we turn to the private sector for
financing: I would be happy to accept the responsibility of
finding $500,000.00 in the private sector to finance the program.
for the next year, if you feel that would give adequate time to
work out Government financing for fipancing the program in -the
future. (It is obvious from that statement how completely con-
vinced I am that you will be re-elected!)

I thank you for giving the responsibility for the program
for Presidential Scholars to John Ryor. He has approached the
project with enthusiasm and capability.

May your trip to Venice for the Summit Meeting not extend
beyond June 30th!

Cordially,

William L. Pressly
Chairman, Commission on
Presidential Scholars




