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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 16, 1978 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT.~tfJ 
JODY POWELL (Jf' FROM: 

For your drop-by at the anti-inflation briefing, let me suggest 
that you announce that you have sent the attached letter to 
the heads of the nation's largest 500 corporations. 

I have asked each of these corporations for an 
explicit statement of commitment to comply with 
the price standards, and we will be closely moni­
toring those responses. 

The press corps will be present for the duration of your appear­
ance before the group, and we will be ready to release copies 
of the text when the press returns from the briefing. 



-

' 

I. 

As the leader of one of our countryrs major businesses, yo~_. 
are fully aware of the grave problems caused by the infla­
tionary pressure~s He are now experiencing. You.are also in 
a position to do something to reduce those-pressures. I am, 
therefore, writing to ask for your·support. 

I intend to do my part. I will do everything in cy power to 
combat inflation. Our fiscal policies will give top priority 
to containing inflationary pressures. I will rigorously hold 
down Federal expenditures. I will cut Federal employment. I 
will achieve significant reductions in the Federal daficit next 

'year and thereafter. I believe that the Congress will cooperate, 
but if necessary I will veto inflationary spending raeasures. 
I will subject speci~l interest legislation to severe scrutiny; 
and I will undertake an intensive systematic effort to ensure · 
that actions of my Administration, particularly in the area of 
regulation, do not raise costs and prices unnecessarily. 

Garr·ying _out such a policy of austerity \.:ill not he ec..sy; but 
the task of fighting inflation requires real sc:.cr·ifices from 
all of us. 

No matter how much I do with Federal fiscal policy and through 
other actions, we cannot begin to deal successfully with the 
problems of inflation without you~ ~ctive ~up~ort. 

Our price standard req~ires your business to hold its average 
price increase over the· next year to one-half of. a percentage 
point below the average annual rate in 1976 and 1977. If un-
controllable cost increases make such deceleration impossible, 
it requires that you not expand your profit m~rgin. · 

Hy anti-inflation program is designed to avoid imposing 
excessive hardships on any segment of our population¥· It 
provides allowances for special situations) where they ~r~ ~· 
really needed. I will not try to mislead you~ complyin~ ~ill 
rro~ be p~inless. It will take a major and continuing effo~t 
on ~'QUr p2.rt. But I believe that effort is ~·iO!~th r>:?.l:in[~ for .. 
th:? good of the coun t-.ry -- and fo:-- t.h e econorn i c he<:t l Li1 of· 
J' CJ 1.1 r· o.~.; n b.u::; i n e 3 ::~ 2. s t·J (~ ll . 
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apply to your f i rn. and may w1 n t. ans ',·:ers b':: f' or·e you c2. n co:::·· 
scientiously declafe your intention to oo~~lj. The Council 
on Wage and Price Stability i~ developing additional guid2.nce 
you may need to help you determine how you ca0 comply. Staff 
of the Council 1-1ill be cont.c:.cting you very soon, to give yo\i 
this ihformation • 

. I urge you to send JnP your personal response to my req1..1est 
as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 
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HITE HOUSE 

WASH . lNGTON 
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THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING •AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, D .• C. 20410 

November 16, 197'8 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Aliquippa, Pennsylvania T.dwn Me~ting 

on September 23, at the Question-a:r:J.d-:Ariswer Sess.iori ·at. 
the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania town Il).ee·ting, ~Mrs. Etta Colbert 
asked you why some of :the homes a,nd buildings ·in her neighbor­
hood were being demolished in a .redevelopment -effort whi.le 
others, including her own, were not. 

You .explained to· Mr·s. ·Colbe::rt that decisions of this 
nature must be made by local offi·cials and that ·r would 
contact her to follow up on her question. I. talked with 
Mrs. Colbert by telephone ·shortly after her discussion with 
you to inquire further into the reasons for her concern and 

· to a•scertain how HBD might be able to help obta•in a satills­
factory solution to her problem. 

I am pleased to report to you that HUD officials were 
successful irt bring.ing this problem to the attention of 
local authorities. ·Consequently, the City of Aliquippa has 
agreed to include within its next Community Development 
Block Grant applicatio:r:J. the acquis:ition of Mrs. ·Colbert 1 s 
home as well as several other homes in her immediate vicinity, 
all of which have been isolated by the community development 
activity presently occurring in the. area. 

The proposal of :this activity in the Block Grant appli­
cation must undergo thorough public analysis and public 
participation in accordance·w±th our regulations. Barring 
any adverse .. reac.tion·; however, the fifth year community 
development plan f.or Aliquippa. should resolve Mrs. Colbert 1 s 
problem. I have so advised Mrs. Colbert, and I am attaching 
a copy of my letter to her Dr information. 

/ ... -;-
Patricia Robe·rts· Harris 

Attachment 



! 

NOV · 6 197S. 

Hrs. Etta Colbert 
489 Phillips Street 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 15001 

Dear :.trs. Colbert: 

I am pleased to inform you that \l'te have been able to 
resolve the problem that you rait?ed \lith the President 
during his visit to Aliquippa on September .23 .of thi~ year. 
Discussions between the HUD Area Office and representatives 
of the Borough of Aliquippa and Beaver County have led to 
the issuance of the enclosed letter from Paul Cain., Area 
O.ffice Hanager, to those local government representatives 
indicating thatHUD expects acquisition activity set forth· 
in the fifth year community development application to 
encompass your home and some other homes in yo\lr immediate 
vicinity. · 

1'-.s you may know, this community development application 
is required by law to be subjected to thorough public analysis 
and public participation. J\osuming, however, that there is 
no adverse reaction to the inclusion of these activities in 
the community development plan, 'N'~ fully expec.t that the 
fifth year community development plan for the Borough of 
Aliquippa will deal adequately with your concerns. 

I appreciate your help in enabling us to uncover this 
matter and deal with it effectively. 

Enclosure 

Copy to: The President 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Patricia Roberts Harris 

Patricia Roberts Harris 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1978 

'l'o Etta Colbert 

It was a pleasure to talk with you during 
Uw 'fO'im I:.:1ll i·it~c'cing at l:.liquippa iii(Jh 
Si:.~hool. Your pu.:cticipGtion in the discus­
sions hel~)cd to H!ake the occ.:tsion both 
su~cessful and enjoyable. 

Sccret.v.ry HC!rris ~·rill be follo~vinq up on 
your quE!Stion. '.i'I1cmk you for asking it. 

Since.rcly, 

!·trs. Etta Colber·t. 
489 Phillips- street 
Aliqui}_:pa; Pennsy1v~nia 15001 

WH tissue to: The Honorable Patricia R. Harris 

·,\ 
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., Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 Sept. 23 

Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 
Remarks tmd a Question-and-.{ nswer Session 
at. a Tou=n Meeting. Scpteinber 23, 1978 

:\L .. YOR Ross. Good afternoon, ladies and 
gentlemen. :!\1y name is John Ross, mayor . 
of Aliquippa. On behalf of the borouglt · 
of Aliquippa, I welcome all of you to the 
Aliquippa town meeting. And now, may 
I present to you the President of the 
United States, Jimmy Carter. 

THE PRESIDE:\T. !\1r. l\fayor, thank 
you very much. . 

It's a "reat pleasure for-me to be back 
in this b~utiful part of Pt:nnsrkania and 
one of the most beautiful p:nts of the 
C'nited St<1tes. 

. :\.fy ,,·ife, Rosiilynn, d~1ring the cam­
paign, spt>nt S cbys in Ik~;n·er \"alicy, ,,nd · 
all the j)cople ,,.]10 ·'':ere up here cam-. 
paignin~r on the Pranut Brigade and mv 
fan;ilv ~nd I thou<,ht that the most de'-

• C> 

lightful campaign expcr;ence of our 
whole 1976 effort ,,·as in Pcnmvh·ania. 
A.ncl we thank you for it and als~ thank 
you for thegreat results that helped to put 
me in the White Hoc1se. 

:,\fy mother is a great sports fan, and 
anybody who cares about sports ktiows 
about Beaver County .. As you know, Joe 
Namath was a great friend of my mother's 
when she was in Alab:1n1a and still is, 
Pete :!\hr~\·ich played . for our team in 
Atlanta, great athlete who be; an here,-­
Tony Dorsett, another great athlete, as 
you know; Doc ).fr:-dich,.and many others. 
I won't try to mention aH of them that 
came from here, but there must be !'-ome­
thing special about ·the climate. or the 
training because you have set a standard 
for the rest of the country in athletics. 

And that's not all. We have a great 
so~1g· composer from Georgia, Joln1n·y 
Mercer. And one of his. good friends and 
feHow composers was also from here, and 
that's Henry ~fancini. He \''as at th(' 

\\'hite House not long <1go and gave a 
beautiful concert. And he and Johnny 
.!\lercer \-:tote several songs together, in­
r.luding ":\foon Ri\'er," which is one of 
my favorite waltzes-Rosa lynn arid I like 
tci dance to it-anc~ "Days of \\'ine and 
Roses" and many others. ' 

So, \\·e have not only a loi: of political 
interrelationships ,,ith you but athletic 
interrelationships, cultural inteiTehtion­
ships, and just perso!lal fri~ndships. 

It's a good Oj)portunity for me as Presi­
dent of our great country to carne here 
and ha\'C a frJ.nk exchange with you. :-\ot 
only are you re::ponsible for my election; 
but in a very impor~z.nt ,,·ay you are re­
sponsible for how guod a jcob I em do rep­
re>entin~ you in the \\"hite Jiousc. 

There are scome things tl::~t prey hea' il;· 
or my i::ind, 1:1any ideas, Lut I ,,·;nt t to 

clder to you this mornin,,. on Your que~­
tions. There arc t\\·o, thol!~h, th~t I'' (Jill:l 
like to J:Jention j.ust in pa~>ing that m!::;ht 
stimulate ~o:ne que>tions from >·ou. 

AD:HJ:\ISTRATIO:\ PoLICIES 

O!)e of the greatduties of~ gm·cni!neut 
is to police it5e!f, to m:<ke ~urc that the 
core of our :\atiol"\ in go\crnment is ck<tn 
and decent ~nd honrst :.nd open. Our ::\a­
tion suffered the bst fc\,. ycus beeause 
that ·has not alwa:ys been true. And when 
it i~n't true, there's a loss of tn:st among 
people like you in ~he go\·crnment "hich 

. i~ yours and in the eleckc! officials which 
you put in office. 

The Sen:1 te h::ts a Jr,adr pa>scd a vcrr 
strong ethics bill. The· House this \\"l:CX 

turlicd <•way many crippling ;~mendments. 
And my hope is that next ,,·cck our Nation 
""ill ha\·e a nc\v stand;,.~d of perfonn:mce 

·in financing ;ond campaign contributing 
procedures for the :\f(;Inbcrs of the Con­
gress. I inherited many problems. This \,·as 
one of them. And the Congress has coop-
erated. · 

And the Gencnl Se:n·ices Admini~tra­
t~on,one of the biggest agencies in the Fed-

1603 
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Admir1i.1tralion of jimmy Carter, 1978 Sept. 23 

I hz.vc :J. question for you. 
!,fr. Ptesideot, we have lost three old-

fashioned things-respect, management, 
_·and cooperation. We no }ong:r have _small 
'town lifestyles. Evcrythmg IS dctenorat~ 
·n"" and the youth are going to the cities~ 
I "'' . d I Do vou have any comrnumty eve op-
ment p:1~kage plans, for improving small 
'to,,·n economics so we could keep our 
young people in our towns? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you, ~fs. Ros­
mini. I think you know you mentioned a 
subject that's dear to my ov.-n h-eart, the 
small towns. I come from Plains, whkh 
has a total· population of less than 700, 
and we are trying to make sure that in the 
allocation of Federal funds for different 
projects--highways, schools, hea_lth car:e, 
beautification--the~~ lic:eds are met. 

I thirik it's a H~l)' serious thing when we 
ha\'c a barrier b11ilt betm::cn our l(l.rge 
metropolitan centers and the more rural 
;1rcas of our country. I believe it's 2.ccurate 
to say th:J.-t in the b>! year aimost, we 
have turned the corner in providing. 
strength in the ba~ically ag,-icultural re­
gions with the new farm bill that went 
into effect Cktober 1, 1977, which hap­
pens to be my birthday. 

\\'e also have tried to bring together for 
the first time in many years the local, 
S_tate, and Federal officials who work to­
gether as a team, rather than ha\·ing them 
separated one from another. In the \Vhite 
House under my top assistant, Jack \Yat­
son, we have a continuing mechanism by 
which any mayor or county onlcial from 
the smallest towns and counties in ,our 
count!)' can c0me directly to me through 
Jack W ?.·!~on to get needs met. 

In -the departments, of economic dc­
\:elopment under the Commerce Sccre- · 
tal)' Housing and Urban Development, 
He"lth, Education, and Welfare, Labor, 
we're trying to lllake ~ure that the l)ro­
grams arc not designed !-pecificaily for just 
the large metropolitan centers. I think 

-· ---·-·-· ___ . .,. ··-····· -~~-······ ...... ---····· ... 

.. 

it's \'CI)' important for us to retain the 
strength of our srnal'l communities and the 
agric•..:ltural areas. And since this is wliere 
I catne from, and you can rest assur~::d it 
,,-jlJ . ~e\·er be ignored as long as I'm 
f'r;csJr:.ocnt. 

Th:1t's a good question. 

'L'RBA:X RE.:SE\VAL 

Q. Good afternoon, :'\fr. Pre5ident. My 
name is :'\Irs. Etta Colbert, and I live in 
Aliquippa_ I also live in the Logstown 
District of A.liqnippa. 

:My question i>, ~ince the Logstown 
District, or part of it, is being rcde·.-el­
oped, and homes and buildings are being 
torn down and o~hers are not, I would 
just like to know why are some of the 
buildings and so:n_e of the hom~s b:::i:1g 
torn down and others ?.re left to stand in 
a wry critical, depk•r<lb:e condition? And 
that's my quc;:tion. Tk,:1k you. 

THE r~":~IDC::XT. Tl::!nk yc•tl. I ,,-i;h I 
knew the 2!15,,-er abou~ \Our narticu!:u 
co1immnity,. but I don't. i tl;:nk it misbt 
be good fo: me to haq~ Secn::t;!n· of J-Io~Is· 
ing and lJrb;J.n.De:\·cloj-;:llCnt D;partmt:nt, 

~l: •. .'Ei't. l r ~;i.e,....& o.:;~};l,~~.l.;.: ... iL 
\'OU r.lr••)'t nind. \·:ith 2. ~··1··" 1-.-,.,,., cc-li ····rl 
~:'!"""'~ ... ~~ r..,.;.:~,.._.o...~~ ..... -..:.~_;-!-,.,..;.. 
St_;SJ!_~~~~~;i~ t:::-:,ct n;-ob-
Tcr.{; tl~at cause you concern. -· _,.,,, .,.....,. 

As you know, the basic decisions on 
which particular homes or buildin_ss are 
.tom clown and which C•nes <He-left sta.nd-
ing have to be under our o•sn SYstem of 

. govcrnm(C'nt a decision made b•,; private 
families and also b): local "0\·ern:ncnt and 
. ~ 

State go,·ernment officials. It's not rirrht 
b 

nor proper for the F ecleral Gc.\·ernlllent 

}} 
\( \ 

a 

to come in and make a deci~ion about 
,,·hich hot:ses to tear co·,,·n or lca\·e. :\nd 
I think this is somet'!:ing that must be 
done by the local pc••ple thermelves. 

But I'i! :-1sk P;)t- 1-L: rris. if \'Oil cbn 't f·_ J 
.•,.,..,.-.;;n~r~~--........_.~~-~,.·-~ ... w ( 

!!'l~~U· Cl\C you a call c.:rc:ctly ~o that 
I r--........ -~-;··--•-<-'" I 
~~~ ~~~-~:: lt:~;;.,_;~.~.:.s~r .. <;.,!·;:;;;LJ~;!,t.,$' j. . 
tne qm:st:on, smce nn not i J.miliar \'.-ith 
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Sept. 23 Administration of Jimin:y Carter, 1978 

the ex~ct ~ircumstances you describe. 
Is th~t okay? 
Q: Thank rou very much. · ·. 
THE: PJt£SIDE;:\;T; Thank you, )..Irs. Col-

. bert. -~ 

PR.\Y£R IN PUBLIC SCHOOlS 

Q. Good afternoof!, Mr. Pre5idcnt. ;\ly 
narrte is Attorney ).{elvin Clark, Jt., and 
I·'m residing in Pittsburgh, P<!nns;·lvaBia. 

· ·I first would like to commend you on 
your splendid efforts at Camp David. I 
think I can speak for the majority of 
Americans in saying that we are extremely· 
proud. ~ would like to ask my question 
as a representative of the churches in and 
around Aliquippa, Pennsylvania.. · 

That .question is simply, what is your 
personal opinio!'l on bringing prayer back 
into the public schools? 

THE Pru:.smE:-..-T. Thank you, Attorney 
Clark, for your comment and -also your 

· question. 
I am not in fm·or of the Govemrncnt 

requiring prayer in the schools. At the 
same time, I'rn not in favor of the Govern­
ment prohihitinc; or pren·nting pni:yer in 
the schoo!s. :\fy O\<.·n religious beliefs, 
which I think arc cornpatibic· with the, 
Supreme Court deC:sions on this,.arc that 
the first amen<ilment to the Constitution, 
separating the church and the state, must 
be.maintained. 

I believe that prayer is a private rela-' 
tfonship or communication between a per­
son and God, and that each person should 
have a right to worship as he or she 
chooses. So; I think that prayer ought to 
be permitted in the sc~ools,. but not re­
quired for a particular student. 

NATI0:-1,\l. HEALTH PROGR.'I.:\.1 

Q. Good aftemoon. My name is Alice 
:Feehler. I'm from Erie, Pennsylvania. I 
have a question for rou. 

Considering }·our principles for the na­
tional he.:1lth program, you say ·in it that 

1606 
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there \\•ill be no additional Federal spend­
ing until the year 1983. I want to know 
if that means that--

THE PRESIDE:\T. No additional what, 
Miss Feeh!ey? 

Q. Federal spending, okay?-'-until 
1983; also that there is no· a(h-crse im­
pact on Go\cernment budget or the tax­
payee Doe:nhat mean \\·hat we h<we will 
star in the budget of .the Government· 
now, or does that mean. we can expect no 
tax increase or no new Federal programs? 

THE PRESIDEXT. That's an excellent 
q~estion; and one of the most difficult I 
will get today. 

Let me take just a mori1ent to describe 
the problem that we have. \Ve need to 
have some immediate changes made in 
the health deli~·ery system in our country. 
\Ve need to have an emphasis on preven­
tion of disease, the cheapest pos;ible way 
to ensure a person's health.· \\"e need to 
have an expims:on of the kind of people 
who c'an treat illne;s once it occur;, un­
der· the supervision of meclic::d doctors 
thexseh-cs, more use of phrsicians assist­
ants, registered nurses, laboratory tech­
nicians, in some insta,nces,· special in-
stances, and so forth. ' 

We need to have mor:e emphasis on 
outpatient treatment and not require per­
sons who don't really need it to be ad­
mitted to the hospital at very. large cost. 

We need to fill in some of the gaps in 
our pre-5ent health care coverage, because 
at this time, the bill for the Federal Gov­
ernment; including health programs, is 
paid by those who arc able to work and 
pay income taxes primarily, and they arc 
exactly the .one;; that receive practically 
no benefit5 from the Federal health pro­
grams. 

Many people are not covered by private 
health insurance. The most important 
need we have immediately, though, is to 
put' a lid .on the cost of hospital care. We 
!lave a hospital cost containment proposal 
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NOV · 6 197S 

Hrs. Etta Colbert 
489 Phillips Street 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 15001 

Dear :.trs. Colbert: 

I am pleased to inform you that "Vl.e have been able to 
resolve the problem that you raised \·lith the President 
during his visit to Aliquippa on September 23 of thie year. 
Discussions between the HUD Area Office and representatives 
of the Dorough of Aliquippa and Beaver County have .led to 
the issuance of thc·enclosed. letter from Paul Cain, Area 
Office Hanager, to those local government representatives 
indicating thatHUD expects acquisition activity set forth 
in the fifth year·community development application to 
encompass your home and some other homes in your immediate 
vicinity. 

1-.s you may know, this community development application 
·is required by law to be subjected to thorough public analysis 
and public participation. Assuming, however, that there is 
no adverse reaction to the inclusion of these activities in 
the community development plan, '\1e fully expec-t that the· 
fifth year community development plan fo~ the Borough of 
Aliquippa will deal adequately \otith your concerns. 

I appreciate your help in enabling us to uncover this 
raattar and deal with it effectiyely. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Patri&ia Roberts Harris 

· Patricia Roberts Harris 

Enclosure 

Copy to: The President 

---~...,..,...........,.."""""""" __ ---------· - .. ··-·· ·- ... 
~~~-- -- -··"!" - --- .... ·-·· •• , __ • ~--·- -··· -----------~ 
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M:r .. :F:U CO-'l'"M --
Chalmsn, l3¢U'd of Coziae~ · 

ot -tho COllDt;r of :Be-av-tt -
697 Sb.t~ st. · -
~r Cor.mt;r c~ 
~TC:r, Pa. 150t'J9 

ttr. J o'l::l .& • P.~ 1 
~~%', ~..sh or Jli~pp-a 
)00~.1~ 
.W.qal~ h._ lSOOl 

Gmtl~s 

On ~~. Ooto~ 10. 1976, ~:t»l"t ot fiT fltatt K!WI\ 'ritb s~ Pet= o£ · 
tho ~ver -~ :ttl4"'tl~• .U."t~tr ~ c~~ Se!!.l"tt~-sh o! the 
~of All~--i !~~-z::1.l.t.\g ~---"-.oqu.idtl.M ~ ~litiOQ Mt!v-
itiu 1n 't.M . _ · " . ~t. ~ ·. - · 
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_.m:ll a.m~ •t.t'~t CCl t.bcM-~t• • ldi1 ~ cc ~ ~pt'%' ,part of -­
PhU.llp:a stt'fl!tt.,. VI tt41l "t.hat ~ n:~1~ ldl.l bit 1t.~i1attd, U.~. 
~ tm =~te •1 .. '\~ . 

; .;" 

b ~ ~httta to th.1.IJI ~ble ~ to bf- U. ~l~ o.t a .mo.=4 
~ pl.= ror the &J'M *l.cb. ~4 ~lwlla ~ ~1Ucc ~ Aaw:W.i~ ·. 
of o.U ~·• on P....tlU~ ~·-~ ~ ol~ on~ 
.t=. Il.VA S~t. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1978 

To Etta Colbert 

It ·Has a pleasure to talk \'lith you during 
the '.foim L1.ll >iect:ing at l: .. llquippa Liigh 
SChool. Yonr va:ctich)ation in Jcho cuscus-- \. . 

sions hel~)cd to H!ak.e the occn.sion both 
su~cessful and enjoyable. 

Secretary Ec.rris t1ill be follb'.-·.rinq up on 
::.rom: quE!Stion. '.i'hank you for. asking it . 

. Since:rely, 

z~trs • . E·tta Colbert 
4. 89 Phillips Str6E!t 
Aliquippa, PE:nncylvania 15001 

''1H tissue. to: The Honorable Patricia R. ~Iarris 

_, 
' 
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.·.( Administration of Jimmy Carter; 1978 Sept. 23 

Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 
Remarks and a Queslion-and-.4..nswer Session 
at a Town Meeting, September 23, 1978 _ 

!\L~YOR Ross. Good afternoon, ladies and 
gentlemen. !\1y name is John Ross, mayor . 
of Aliquippa. On behalf of the borough' · 
of Aliquippa, I welcome all of you to the 
Aliquippa town meeting. And nO\\~, may 
I present to you the President of the 
United States, Jimmy Cartei:. 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. 1fayor, thank 
you vel)' much. 

It's a great pleasure for me to be back 
in this beautiful part of Pennsylvania and 
one of the most beautiful parts of the 
United States. 

!\.fy wife, Rosrrlynn, dltring the cam­
pa!gn, spent 5 da~-s in Bea,·er Valley, and 
all the people who were up here cam­
p-aigning on the PPanut Brigade and my 
family and I thought that the most de~ 
lightful campaign expc:r;ence of our 
\vholc 1976 effort was in Pcnnsyh-ania. 
And we thank you for it and also thank 
you for the great results that helped to put 
me in the White House, 

My mother is a great spor,ts fan, and 
anybody who cares about sports knows 
about Beaver County. As you know, Joe 
Namath was a great friend of my mother's 
when she was in Alabama and . still is. -
Pete ~Jaravich played for our team in 
Atlanta, .great athlete who began here­
Tony Dorsett, ano.ther .great athlete, as 
you know; Doc 1\fedich, and many others, 
I won't try to mention all of them that 
came from here, but there must be some­
thing special about . the climate or the 
training because you have set a standard 
for the rest of the country in athletics. 

And that's not all. We have a great 
• sopg composer from Georgia, Johnny 

:Mercer. And one of his good friends and 
fellow composers was also from here, and 
that's Henry :ManCini. He was at the 

\\~hite House not long ago and gave a 
beautifol concert. And he and Johnny 
:Mercer \HOte several songs together, in­
~luding ".\loon River," which is one of 
my fa\·orite waltzes-Rosalynn and. I like 
to dance to it-and "Days of Wine and 
Roses" and many others. ' 

So, we have not only a loi: of political 
interrelationships with you but athletic 
interrelationships, cultural inteiTelation­
ships, and just personal friendships. 

It's a good Oj)portunity for me as Presi­
dent of our great country to come here 
and ha\·e a frank exchange with you. ~ot 
only are you responsible for my election; 
but in a \·en· important wav YOu are re­
sponsible for.how guod a job '1 ~an do rep­
re;.enting you ii1 the \\'hite Home. 

'Fhcrc are some things that prey hca,-ily 
or my n:ind, many ideas, but I ,,·ant to 
defer to you this morning on your ques­
tions~ There a-re th·o, though, that I wouL:l 
like to mention just in passing that mi::;ht 
stimulate some questions from you . 

Ao:mKISTRATION PoLICIEs 

One of the great duties of a gm·crnment 
is to police itself, to make sure that the 
core of our Nation in government is clean 
and decent and honf'st and open. Our Na­
tion suffered the bst few years beeause 
that has not always been true. And ,\"J1en 
it isn't true, there's a lo~s of trust among 
people like you in ~he government "·hich 
i5 yours and in the eleckd officials which 
you put in office. 

The Sen:rte has already passed a very 
strong ethics bill. The House this wee!-: 
turned a\\·ay many crippHng amendments. 
And my hope is that next \\·cek our Nation 
will ha,·e a new standard of performance 
in financing ;md campaign contributing 
procedures for the !\fcmbers of the Con­
gress. I inherited many problems. This was 
one of them. And the Congress has coop-
erated. · 

And the General Services Administra­
tion, one of the biggest agencies in the Fed-

1603 
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Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 Sept. 23 

I have a question for you. 
.Mr. President, we have lost three old­

.fashioneq things-respect, management, 
and cooperation. We.no}ong:r have.small 
t wn lifestyles. Evex:ythmg 1s detenorat-
• 
0

" and .the '-~outh are going to the cities~ Jn.,, J • 

Do you have any commumty develop-
ment pa~kage plans for improving small 
town economics so we. could keep our 
young people in our towns? 

THE. PRESIDENT. Thank you, Ms. Ros­
mini~ I think you know you mentioned a 
subject that's dear to my own heart, the 
small towns. I come from Plains, which 
has .a total population of less than 700, 
and we are trying to make;sure that in the 
allocation of Federa'l funds for different 
projects-highways, schools, heahh care, 
beautification--the5e needs are met. 

I think it's a VCI)' serious thing when we 
have a hai-rier built between our l<J.rge 
metropolitan centers and the more rural 
nreas of our country. I believe it's accurate 
to say that in the last year almost, we 
have turned the comer in providing. 
strength in the basically agricultural re­
gions with the new farm bill that went 
into effect October 1, 1977, which hap­
pens to be my birthday. 

vVe also have tried to bring together for 
the first time in many years the local, 
State, and Federal officials who work to­
gether as a team, rather than haYing them 
separ-ated one from another. In the \Vhite 
House under my top assistant, Jack \\'at­
son, , .... e have a continuing mechanism by 
which any mayor or county official from 
the sma·Ilest towns and counties in our. 
count!)' can come directly to me through 
Jack Watson to get needs met. 

In the departments, of c:conomic de­
velopment uncler the Commerce Secre­
tary Housing and Urban Development, 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Labor, 
we're trying to make sure that the pro­
grams ar.e not designed specificaily for just 
the large metropolitan centers. I think 

it's very important for us to retain the 
st-rength of our small communities and the 
agricultural areas. And since this is where 
I came from, and you can rest assured it 
will ne\·er be ignored as long as I'm 
President. 

That's a good question. 

t.'RB.-\~ RE~EW!•L 

Q. Good afternoon, :\Ir. President. My 
name is :1\frs. Etta Colbert, and I live in 
Aliquippa. I also live in the Logstown 
District of Aliquippa. 

My question is, since the Logstown 
District, . or part of it, is being redevel­
oped> and homes and buildings are being 
torn down ·and others are not, I would 
just like to know why are some of the 
buildings and som.e of the homes being 
torn dowri and others are left to stand in 
a very critical, deplorab]e condition? And 
thafs. my que,tion. Thank you. 

THE PR!-:SIDE:'\T. Tl:ank you. I \\·ish I 
knew the 2DS\\·er about \·.our na11icubr } 
community, but I don't. i th:nk it might . 
be good for me to haYe Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban ·De\·elop:rncnt Departmrcnt, 
\1rs. Pat F · · · r1in· · G:..JL /· 
~li!i..U.Ji!~ \;:1.!,1; .a.l::l:JiZ:.;<~l-~:.~·.i 
s~e-i~~ .,.c;~~-iti~iJ';.. ~~:1.&;U~- \{ 
Terns tnat cause you concern. .. l 

As you know, the basic decisions on I 
which particular ·homes or buildings are 
tom do;.,"ll and which ones are left stand-
ing have to be under our own svstcm of 
government a deci~ion made by private 
families and also by local go\·ernment and 
State go\'ernment officials, It's not right 
nor proper for the Federal Go,·ernment 
to come in and make a dcci~ion about 
which houses to tear cown or lca\:e. And 
I think this is something that must be 
done by the local people themselves. 

But I'll ask P~t Harris. if Y0\1 don't 
·. . .··~ 

!Jl,!!'d.,.J.r \2:t\·e you a call m:!ctly ~o that 
l 
~I . · ___ ,.. J T00"""'"'""' .. 

s1c can t:::.ve· fJftt:Ui Iitr Jcop e (HJkJJl.~ 

t 1e question, since ·m not fam1 tar ,,·ith 
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the ex~ct ~ircumstancesyou dcicribe. 
Is th<It okay? 6 

Q: Thank you very much. · _ 
THE P~ES!DENT. Thank you, Mrs. Col* 

bert. ·\ . 

PRAYER. IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name is Attorney Melvin Clark, Jr., and 
I'm residing in Pittsburgh, Penmrlvania. 
· ·I first would like to commend you on 
your splendid efforts at Camp Dav:id. I 
think I can speak for the majority of 
Americans in saying that weare extremely· 
proud. I would like to ask my question 
as a representative of the churches in and 
around Aliquippa, Pennsy-lvania.. · 

That question is simply, wh::1.t is your 
personal opinion on bringing prayer back 
into the public school:;? 

THE PR£stD£Z'oiT. Thank you, Attorney 
Clark,. for your comment and -also your 
question. 

I am not in favor of the Govemment 
requiring prayer in the schools. At the 
same time, I'm not in favor of the Govem­
ment prohibiting or preventing prarer in 
the schools. XIy own religious beliefs, 
which I think arc compatibie with the. 
Supreme Court decisions on this, arc that 
the first amendment to the ·Constitution, 
separating the church and the state, must 
be maintained. 

I believe that pra)·er is-- a private rela­
tionship or communication between.a per­
son and God, and that each person should 
have a right to worship as he or she 
chooses. So, I :think that pra)'er ought to 
be permitted in the schools, but not re­
quired for a particular student. 

NATlO~ML HEALTH l'ROGR.-\~1 

Q. Good afternoon. My name is Alice 
Feehley. I'm from Erie, Pennsr·lvania. I 
have a question for rou. 

Considering your principles for the na­
tional health program, you say in it that 
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there will be no additional Federal spend­
ing until the year 1983. I want to know 
if that means that--

THE PRESIDENT. No additional what, 
Miss Feehley? 

Q. Federal spending, okay?---until 
1983; also that there is no adverse im­
pact on Government budget or the tax­
pa)·er; Does·that mean what we have will 
sta}' in the budget of the Government 
nO\V', or does tha--t mean we can expect.no 
tax increase or no new Federal programs? 

THE PRESIDENT. That's an excellent 
q~estion, and one of the most difficult I 
will.get today. 

Let me take lust a moment to describe 
the problem that we hav:e. We need to 
have some immediate changes made in 
the health delivery system in our country. 
We need to have an emphasis on preven­
tion of disease, ·the cheapest possible way 
to ensure a person's health. \re need to 
have an expansion of the kind of people 
Who can treat illness once it occurs, un­
der: "the supen·i5ion of medic~! doct,ors 
the:-;:sdves, more use of p'hrsicians assist­
ants, registered nurses, laboratory tech­
nicians, in some instances, special in-
stances, and so forth. ' 

We need to have more emphasis on 
outpatient tt7eatment and not require per­
sons who don't really need it to be ad­
mitted to the hospital at very large cost. 

We need to fill in some of the gaps in 
our present health care coverage, because 
at this time, the bill for the Federal Gov­
ernment, including health programs, is 
paid by those who are able to work and 
pay income taxes primarily, and they are 
exactly the one;; that receive practical!}· 
no benefits from the Federal health pro-
grams. · 

Many people are not covered by private 
health insurance. The most important 
need we have immediately. though, is to 
put a lid on the cost of hospital care. We 
have a hospital cost containment proposal 
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